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The Secret to Experiencing Jaipur

Jaipur is one of the most visually stunning cities in the world - designed in 1727 by Maharaja Sawai Jai
Singh Il as India’s first planned city according to Vedic Vastu Shastra principles. Its wide pink-terracotta
avenues, intricate jharokhas (latticed balconies), and hilltop desert forts have captivated explorers for
centuries.

Yet, standard mass-tourism routes reduce this extraordinary royal center to a rushed carousel: getting
herded into commission-driven jewelry showrooms, fighting crowds at Hawa Mahal's street curb, ana
riding exhausted elephants up Amer Fort.

This guide was created to show you the authentic royal craft capital: the quiet morning artisan walks
through Thikana Mandir lanes where 7th-generation silversmiths and block-printers work, secret sunset
walks along the Jaigarh ridge ramparts, geometric stepwells with zero tourists, and the finest traditionai
Rajasthani dining establishments in the state.

- Uddip, Lead Scout & Founder

Field Manual Index & Architecture

01 The Planned Pink City & Neighborhood Map 02 Where to Base Yourself: Old City Havelis vs C-
Scheme

03 What to Actually Do: Royal Forts & Secret 04 The Culinary Field Guide: Royal Kachoris to

Stepwells Palace Dining

05 Transit & Logistics: Tuk-Tuks, E-Rickshaws & 06 Field-Tested Itineraries (1to 5 Days)

Fares

07 The Jaipur Scam Defense: Gem & Textile Traps 08 Before Maps Secret Spots & Sunset Ridges

09 Emergency Directory & Artisan Shopping
Checklist
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SECTION 01
The Planned Pink City & Neighborhood Map
Navigating the 9 Gridded Chokris of the Walled City

Unlike the chaotic organic growth of Delhi or Varanasi, Old Jaipur was mathematically planned on a 3x3 grid
(the nine Chokris) enclosed by high crenelated walls and entered through seven grand gates (Surajpol,
Chandpol, Ajmeri Gate, Sanganeri Gate, etc.). Every building within the walls was painted terracotta pink in 1876
by decree of Maharaja Ram Singh to welcome the Prince of Wales.

Today, Jaipur divides into two worlds: the historic Walled City containing City Palace, Jantar Mantar, and
bustling artisan bazaars, and the chic, tree-lined modern district of C-Scheme / Civil Lines with boutique design
studios, specialty cafes, and heritage boutique hotels.

BEST SEASON TO VISIT

October to March is ideal with clear desert skies, crisp sunny days (20-26°C), and chilly evenings. April to June
experiences severe desert heat (42-45°C) and should be avoided unless staying in luxury air-conditioned
heritage palaces.

The iconic pink terracotta facade of Hawa Mahal (Palace of Winds) in early morning light.

The Key Neighborhoods

The Walled City (Old Jaipur) 2 HERITAGE CORE

? Within the 7 Gates @& Markets 10:30 AM to 8:30 PM

Hawa Mabhal, City Palace, Johari Bazaar (gemstones), Bapu Bazaar (textiles), and Tripolia Bazaar (brassware). Best
explored on foot between 7:30 AM and 10:00 AM before vehicle traffic starts.

C-Scheme & Civil Lines 2 CHIC & MODERN

? West of the Walled City & Cafes open till 11:30 PM

Jaipur's contemporary cultural hub. Wide green avenues, specialty coffee roasters, rooftop cocktail bars, and designer
block-print ateliers.
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Amer & Old Amber Town 2 11TH-CENTURY FORT TOWN

? 11 km North of Jaipur @ Sunrise to Sunset

The ancient Kachwaha capital before Jaipur was built. Atmospheric narrow lanes, 400-year-old stepwells (Panna
Meena ka Kund), and ancient step-temples.

SECTION 02

Where to Base Yourself

Choosing Between Restored Heritage Havelis and C-Scheme Comfort

Jaipur has the finest inventory of authentic heritage havelis (mansions) in India. Staying in a 19th-century royal

courtyard with painted frescoes, peacocks in the garden, and marble verandas elevates your entire journey.

FOUNDER'S ACCOMMODATION RULE

Avoid standard generic business hotels on Ml Road or near the railway station. Stay either in an authentic family-
run royal Haveli in Bani Park or in a tranquil boutique guesthouse in C-Scheme for walking access to great cafes.

Curated Basecamp Picks

Samode Haveli 7 ROYAL LUXURY

? Gangapole, Old City = %16,000+/night
An intimate 225-year-old royal residence hidden inside the Walled City. Hand-painted fresco suites, tranquil marble
courtyards, fountain gardens, and exceptional Rajput cuisine.

Dera Mandawa 7 BOUTIQUE HERITAGE

? Mandawa House, Sansar Chandra Road == %6,000 - %9,500/night

A warm, family-hosted 19th-century haveli run by royal descendants. Organic kitchen gardens, cooking masterclasses,
and peaceful courtyard sitting areas.

28 Kothi 7 DESIGN & WELLNESS
? CivilLines = 5,500 - 8,500/night

A serene, eco-conscious boutique retreat designed by Studio Lotus. Minimalist chic interiors, private library, Ayurvedic
dining, and lush gardens.
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SECTION 03
What to Actually Do: Essential & Overlooked,
The Timeless Royal Architecture and Solitary Ridge Walks

Jaipur's monuments are monumental in scale and mathematical in precision. Time your visits to avoid midday

tour bus crowds and discover the secluded fort ramparts.

The massive ramparts of Amer Fort rising above Maota Lake Mesmerizing geometric staircases at Panna Meena Ka Kund in Amer

The Essential Monument Curation

Amer Fort & The Back-Gate Trail 7 UNESCO FORTRESS

® Amer Town (17km North) € 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM (Enter at 8:00 AM sharp)

The magnificent 16th-century fortress palace of Raja Man Singh |. Sheesh Mahal (Mirror Palace), Diwan-i-Aam, and
panoramic hill views. Tip: Never ride the tourist elephants; walk up the scenic royal cobbled ramp or take a jeep to the
back gate.

Panna Meena ka Kund (Amer Stepwell) 2 GEOMETRIC WONDER

? Near Anokhi Museum, Amer & Sunrise to Sunset

A 16th-century 8-story stepwell with mesmerizing symmetrical criss-cross staircases. Best photographed in soft
morning light before 9:00 AM.

Jantar Mantar Royal Observatory 7 ASTRONOMICAL GENIUS

? City Palace Complex @ 9:00 AM —5:00 PM

Built in 1734 by astronomer king Jai Singh Il. The world's largest stone sundial (accurate to 2 seconds) and 19
monumental instruments measuring planetary movements with bare stone and shadow.

Nahargarh Fort Ridge Sunset 7 PANORAMIC DESERT SUNSET

? AravalliRidge @ Arrive by 5:00 PM

Perched high on the Aravalli hills overlooking the entire pink city grid. Watch the city lights flicker to life at twilight from
the Padao open-air rooftop terrace.
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SECTION 04
The Culinary Field Guide
From Royal Laal Maas to Crisp Pyaaz Kachoris

Rajasthani royal cuisine is rich, aromatic, and developed for desert resilience - heavy on ghee, yogurt, dried red
chilies, and slow-braised meats, balanced by crisp morning kachoris and rich lassis.

Astronomical instruments and shadow sundials at Jantar Mantar observatory.

Verified Culinary Landmarks

Rawat Mishthan Bhandar 7 LEGENDARY BREAKFAST

? Station Road, Sindhi Camp @ 6:00 AM —10:30 PM = 100 - ¥200/person

The gold standard for Pyaaz Kachori (flaky onion-spiced pastry) and Mawa Kachori (sweet saffron-soaked pastry). Eat
piping hot directly from the frying vats.

Lassiwala (Shop 312 - Since 1944) 2 ICONIC CLAY CUP LASSI

? MIRoad @ 7:00 AM until sold out (usually 3PM) == %50 - %90/glass

Thick, churned creamy yogurt lassi served in traditional terracotta kulhad cups topped with a thick layer of clotted malai
(cream). Look strictly for Shop 312 to avoid knockoffs.

1135 AD (Amer Fort Palace) 7 ROYAL FINE DINING

? Level 2, Amer Fort @ 12:00 PM-10:30 PM = %2,500 - %4,500/person

Dine inside an actual gold-enameled royal hall with silver cutlery and live sitar music. Outstanding slow-cooked
Mathania Laal Maas and Jungli Maas.

The Johri & Caffe Palladio 7 CHIC MODERN RAJPUT

? Johari Bazaar / C-Scheme ¢ 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM == %800 - 31,500/person

High-design pastel interiors inspired by Jaipur's royal hunting tents and turquoise frescoes. Superb seasonal organic
vegetarian thalis and cardamom spritzers.
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SECTION 05
Transit & Logistics: Moving Around
Auto-Rickshaws, E-Rickshaws & Day Hires

The Walled City is best navigated on foot and via agile electric E-Rickshaws. For fort excursions to Amer,
Jaigarh, and Nahargarh, hiring a pre-negotiated auto or taxi for the day is the smoothest solution.

Standard Price

Transit Mode (INR) Recommended Use Scout's Advice
Between gates & Hop on anywhere along the main bazaars;
E-Rickshaw inside Walled City %20 — 240 / hop weeng ponanyw 9 n bazaars;
markets perfect for narrow haveli lanes.
Auto Rickshaw (Tuk-Tuk) C- . Confirm price before stepping in, or use Uber
. 100 -%150 City hops )
Scheme < Old City Auto to lock fixed fares.
Dedicated Full-Day Auto (Amer 800 - 31,100 / Amer, Jaigarh, Hire through your stay reception; driver waits
+ Forts) day Nahargarh loop while you explore.
Airport ¢ Central Book at the official police prepaid booth inside
Prepaid Airport Taxi (JAI) 2450 — 2650 P , clal police prepal nst
Jaipur the arrivals terminal.

SECTION 06
Field-Tested Itineraries
The 3-Day Royal Jaipur Blueprint

This master itinerary separates the massive hilltop fort complexes from the crowded market streets, ensuring
you photograph monuments in the best light without exhaustion.

The 3-Day Master Blueprint

Day 1: The Walled Pink City & Astronomical Wonders
07:30 AM
Photograph Hawa Mahal's facade in crisp morning golden light with zero traffic.

08:30 AM

Traditional breakfast: Pyaaz Kachori at Rawat and creamy kulhad lassi at Lassiwala (Shop 312).
10:00 AM

Explore the City Palace courtyards (Pritam Niwas Chowk peacock gate) and Mubarak Mahal.

12:30 PM
Walk across to Jantar Mantar; observe the shadow clocks at astronomical noon.

02:30 PM

Lunch at The Johri in Johari Bazaar.

04:30 PM

Curated walking tour of artisan quarters (Tripolia brassware, block printers, and lac bangles).
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Day 2: Fortresses, Stepwells & Sunset Ridges
08:00 AM
Arrive at Amer Fort at opening; explore the Sheesh Mahal mirror palace before tour groups.

11:00 AM
Walk down into Amer town to explore the 16th-century Panna Meena ka Kund stepwell.

12:30 PM
Visit the Anokhi Museum of Hand Printing inside a restored 400-year-old haveli.

02:00 PM
Royal Rajasthani lunch at 1135 AD inside Amer Fort.

04:45 PM
Drive to Nahargarh Fort; watch the sunset over the Pink City from the fortress ramparts.

Day 3: Royal Cenotaphs, Craft Ateliers & C-Scheme

08:00 AM

Visit the serene Gaitor Ki Chhatriyan (royal marble cenotaphs nestled in a quiet valley).
10:30 AM

Explore the royal hand block-printing workshops in Bagru or Sanganer.

01:30 PM
Lunch and iced espresso at Bar Palladio / Caffe Palladio in C-Scheme.

04:00 PM
Shop verified artisan block prints, blue pottery, and textiles at Anokhi & Fabindia.

07:30 PM

Dinner and cocktail evening at a rooftop terrace overlooking the illuminated city.

SECTION 07

The Jaipur Scam Defense

Disarming Gem Traps, Fake Antiques, and Commission Touts

Jaipur is world-renowned for jewelry, gemstones, and carpets. Consequently, it has the most elaborate
commission-kickback network in India.

THE FAMOUS 'GEM EXPORT' SCAM

Friendly auto drivers, students, or shopkeepers will strike up a conversation and ask you to buy emeralds or
rubies to carry abroad for a 'huge duty-free profit' on their behalf. This is a 100% fabricated scam involving
synthetic glass stones. Never purchase gemstones with the expectation of resale.

Artisan Shopping Rules

Driver Commission Traps 2 AVOID

If your driver insists on taking you to a 'government factory' or 'cooperative textile emporium,' they receive a 40-50%
secret kickback on whatever you purchase. Insist firmly on going only to your chosen shops.

Authentic Block Print Verification 2 QUALITY TIP

Real hand-block printing has subtle natural dye variations and slight alignment quirks between stamp layers. Perfectly
uniform patterns printed on polyester blends are factory screen prints.
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Blue Pottery Authenticity 2 CRAFT HERITAGE

True Jaipur blue pottery is made from quartz powder, Fuller's earth, and glass - never clay. Buy directly from
recognized master craftsmen in Kot Jewar or verified retail hubs like Kripal Kumbh.

SECTION 08

Before Maps Secret Spots

Secluded Courtyards and Unknown Vistas

These locations offer profound peace and architectural wonder completely bypassed by the tour buses.

Sunset over the Pink City grid from the high stone ramparts of Nahargarh Fort.

Private Scout Pins

Gaitor Ki Chhatriyan at 8:00 AM 2 ROYAL CENOTAPHS

? Foot of Nahargarh Fort, Brahampuri @& 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

The royal crematorium of Jaipur rulers. Exquisitely carved white marble domes and cenotaphs set against the steep
Aravalli hills in complete, peaceful silence.

The Secret Jaigarh Fort Armory Walk ~ MILITARY FORTRESS

? Above Amer Fort & 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

While crowds flood Amer Fort below, Jaigarh Fort above remains almost empty. Walk through underground
subterranean escape tunnels and view the world's largest wheeled cannon (Jaivana).

Galta Ji (Monkey Temple) via Sun Temple Trail 2 ANCIENT GORGE SPRING

? Eastern Hills of Jaipur & Best at sunrise (6:30 AM)

Hike up the Sun Temple trail for an aerial view over the waking city, then descend into the dramatic rock gorge housing
natural sacred freshwater kunds (pools).
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SECTION 09
Emergency Directory & Checklist
Hospitals, Tourist Police, and Packing Essentials

Keep these contact numbers and medical emergency facilities handy during your stay in Rajasthan.

Facility / Service Location Phone Number Notes
. . Fortis Escorts Hospital (Malviya Top 24/7 emergency & multi-specialty
Premier Hospital +91141 254 7000
Nagar) trauma center.

SMS Hospital (Sawai Man Largest government medical college hospital

Central Hospital . +91141 256 0291 . .
Singh) in Jaipur.
Tourist Police . . . 12/ +91141 236 For harassment, overcharging, and tout
. Rajasthan Tourist Police .
Assistance 4983 complaints.
Full stock of hydration salts and travel
24/7 Pharmacy Apollo Pharmacy (C-Scheme) +91141 237 0044 v

medication.

THE NEXT STEP - BEFORE MAPS HOSTED EXPERIENCES

From Self-Guided Manuals to Fully Curated Expeditions

While this field manual gives you the tools to explore independently, Before Maps also designs bespoke private
journeys and hosts intimate small-group expeditions across India.

Curated Group Journeys Bespoke Private Travel Architecture
Small-group expeditions (max 8-10 travellers) led End-to-end custom itineraries crafted for high-touch
personally by local scouts across Ladakh, Spiti, private travel. Zero-commission drivers, hand-picked
Kashmir, Rajasthan, and the Western Ghats. All- heritage properties, verified permits, and 24/7 on-
inclusive, unscripted, deep local immersion. ground scout oversight.

Explore Curated Journeys - The Signature Standard >

@ Direct WhatsApp Scout Companion

Travelling independently with this guide? Get direct 1-on-1 WhatsApp access to Chat on WhatsApp -
Scout Uddip during your trip for live restaurant vetting, taxi union rate sanity checks,

weather updates, and emergency routing.
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BEFORE MAPS

"We don't just show you where to go - we
show you how to experience it."

Every route in this field manual was scouted personally, walked slowly, and verified on
the ground. No sponsored listings. No crowd aggregations. Just unfiltered local

intelligence.
CURATED JOURNEYS BESPOKE CURATION
beforemaps.com/journeys beforemaps.com/signature
WHATSAPP SCOUT DESK INSTAGRAM & UPDATES
Message Uddip on WhatsApp @beforemaps

FOUNDER & SCOUT DESK
theregoesuddip@gmail.com - Apply for a Bespoke Journey
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